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ABRIDGED  CHRONOLOGY  OF  AGRICULTURE'S  PaRT  I1T  THE  WAR 


The  fo.llowrng  incomplete  list  ot  events  and  actions,   described  briefly 
in  chronologi cul  order,   should  enable  the  reader  to  picture  the  part 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  played  in  furthering  the  -war  effort. 


May  1940 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  established  a  defense  com- 
mittee under  the  Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Adminis- 
tration to  study  rural  defense  power  needs  and  power  sources.  This 
committee  cooperated  with  the  ether  agencies  of  the  Government  in 
early  defense  effort's  and.  later  in  problems  arising  oiit .  of  the  war. 


December  26,   1940:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  foreseeing  that  the 
National  Defense  Program  would  lead  to  increased  consumer  purchasing 
p owe  r  cal  led  for  an    oxpan  si  on  o f  t he  ho g  -p  ro  du c ti  on  p  ro  g  ram .     In  d  i  ca  - 
t ions  then  were  that  the  spring  pig  crop  would  be  14  percent  below 


that  of  1940.     ihe  Secretary 


•d  for  a  crop  at  least  as  large  as  that 


of  1940.     Such  a  1941  spring  crop  wls  produced,.    Increased  marketing 
if  beef  cattle  in  1941  was  also  advised, 

December  51,   1940:     By  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  effort  of  the 
Forest  Products  Laboratory  at  Mad'lson,  Wisconsin.,  was  oriented  to  de- 
fense work.     The  Laboratorv  w^rks  on  wood  substitutes  for  critical 
metals,  wood  in  aircraft  construct i  m's   shipping  container  supplies 
for  Army  ordnance,  and  numerous  other  war  problems  in  wood  utilization. 
Later,  the  Forest  Service  also   carried    m  surveys  of  supnlics,  produc- 
tion, and  wartime  requirements  for  the  primary  f  rest  products. 

* 

March  11,   1941:   The  Lend -Lease  act  was  signed, 

April  3,   1941:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  the  Food  For 
Defense  Program  designed  to  help  farmers  produce  the  food  required  by 
near  foreign  (Lend-Lease)  and  dome's  tic  demand.     It  was  also  announced 
that  the  prices  of  hogs,   chickens,   eggs,  and  dairy  products  would  be 
supported  through  Government  purchase  programs.     This  price  support 
was  authorized  by  the  Steagall  iimondment  to  the  iLct  extending  the.  life 
of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  Public  147,   77th  Congress, 


I -fay  5, .  1941;     a  letter  f  r  m  the  President  directed  the  establishment 
of  an  Office  fog  Agricultural  Defense  Relations   (later  Office  for 
Agricultural  War  Re-lati  tls)  to  bring  into  c  •mr.ion  focus  the  consideration 
r»f  farmers'  needs  and  problems  as  related  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
defense  program  and.  later  of  the  war.     It  was  to  help  s  >lve  farmers* 
difficulties  in  obtaining  producti  on  .equipment,   supplies,   labor  trans- 
port facilities,  and  storage  space  required  to  expand  production. 
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Hay  6,  '1941;:  ':.  A  price-support  program  was  announced  designed  to  expand 
the" 'pro duct I'pn,  of:  certain  varieties  of  dried  beans.    A  statement  was 
also  is  sued'  "on  tomato  prices  in  the  effort  to  stimulate  production  by 
enabling  growers  to  get  more  equitable  returns  for  their  crop. 

July  5 ,  1941 ;     The; :  fie  1  d  f  6 reeis  '  of  _  the  .I^p„a r in ..aa.ch\  Sta-te- --and 

county  were  organizeH  into  U.S.D.A.  Defense  Boards  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  chairman  of  the    State  and  county  A. A. A.   committees.  The 
Boards  form  a -rallying  •  point  for  the  responsible  officers  .'in  each 
State  .and  county.. and  to  'focus  the  efforts  of  the  Department  and  co-  . 
operating  State  agencies  so  as  to  render  farmers  more  prompt  and  effi- 
cient aid  in  carrying  on  t  heir  wa r  a  ctivities. 

July  1941:'     The  farm -resources  of  the  Nation  were  surveyed  in  order  to 
plan  attainable  food-production  goals  for  1942. 

August  4,   1941  ;■     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  steps  for  pro- 
raotion  of  community  food-preparation  programs  in  rural  schools  and  other 
community  centers  a-s -a  pa,rt-  of  the  national  defense  nutrition-program.;  : -- 
The  plan-  provided  f  or  ten  regional  conferences  throughout  the  United  , 
Stat.es.  and  lending  of  .money  for  equipping  nutrition  cent'ers  through 
the  Rural  Electrifi cation  Administration. 

September  8,   1941:     The /Food  Po-r  Freedom  fain-production  goals  for  1942 
were  announced.  ,:■■>'• 

October ■ 1941 :  .  The  Boards  and  the  A. A. A.   county  and  community -committee— 
men  canvassed  the  : -farms  and' helped  operators  frame  their .  individual  1942 
production,  plans  to  enable.': them  to  produce- thci r  proportionate  share  of 
the  farm-production  goals.  , ■■  - 

October  5,   1941:     Under  a  cooperative  agreement-  with  the  Office  of 
Chief  of  Engineers-,  U.   S-.  Army,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  the 
topographic  mapping  of  several  thousand  square  miles  as  part  .of  /the 
National  Defense  Happing  Program  of  strategic  areas.  ..'  —  • 

October. .2o,  1941:  •'  A  Natl  on -wide;  ■  program  for  the  repair  of  f  a  rm  •  mac  h-in- - - • 
ery  was  outlined  in  a.  letter  from  the  "Secretary  to  the  Boards. 

October  29,-  1941:     A  farm-  s'crap-col.lection  campaign-  was  inaugurated  by 
a  letter.. from-  the.  Secretary  addressed  to  t  he  .  Boards  . 

December  7,  ,1941;    •  Following  the'  attack*  on  Pearl''  Harbor,  numerous  Forest 
Service  lookout  stations  were  immediately  made  a  oa rt  of  the  Army  Air- 

J.  v 

draft  Warning- Sys  bom.     In  a  letter' to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  cm-.-  ~y  •' 

January  6,..  1942,  the  Secretary  of  War  established  official  procedure' 
for  placing  Department  end  State-  lookout  stations  in  warning  system. 
Mor<~  than  600  observation  posts  novr  function.  . 

December  13,  :1941:     The  Department  we.s  reorganized  to  streamline  .  it  for " 
the  war  effort.    'Seventeen  of  its  agencies  we  re  combined  into  eight 
groups  the  heads  of  which  only  reported  directly  to  the  Secretary  there- 
after.    The-  Department  War  Board -was.  formed  from  the:  heads  of  these-  eight 


-  3  - 


agencies,   and  the  -stuff  officers  heading  the  Office  for  Agricultural 
Defense  Relations ,  •  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture.!  Economics,  md  the  Extension 
Service.     The  Agricultural  Research  Administration  was  established. 

December  19,  194-1,:   -Goals  were  a  nnounced  for  the  1942  pack  of  the  four 
principal  vegetables  canned  -  tomatoes,  peas,   com,   and  snap  beans.  The 
Department  also  established  fixed  prices  at  which  it  would  purchase  the 
pack  from  processors  who  had  paid  growers  specified  rates  for  the  crops. 

December  19— 20,   1941:-   The  national  Garden-  Conference  was  held  under 

the  joint  auspices  of  the  -Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Federal  Security 

Agency.,  and  the  Office  of  Civilian  Defense. 

January  7,  1942:-  The  Secretary  directed  that  the  titles  of  the  State 
-end  county  U.S.D.A.  Defense  Boards  be  changed  to  U.S.D.A.  ITar  Boards. 

January  16,   1942:     The  new  goals  for  1942  farm,  production,   revised  after 
December  7,  were  announced,   placing  special  emphasis  upon  an  increased 
production  of  fats  and  oils  by  greatly  increasing  acreages  of  soybeans^ 
peanuts,  and  flaxseed.     Price  support  and  loans  were  made  available. 

March  8,   1942 :     The  Forest  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  made 
joint  announcement  of  their  guayule  rubber  project  following  immediately 
the  passage  of  appropriate  legislation  by  the  Congress. 

May  8,   1942 :     The  Secretary  made  a  statement  before  the  Subcommittee 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  investigating  the 
vises  of  farm  crops  in  the  production  of  alcohol  and  synthetic  rubber. 
He  advocated  th-    use  of  80  million  bushels  of  wheat  or  corn  to  produce 
alcohol  to  turn  into  220,000  tons  of  butadiene,  the  principal • raw  ma- 
terial for  240,000  tons  of  svnthetic  rubber. 

May  14,  1942;  The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  announced  the  arrival  of  a 
.small  shipment  of  Russian  dandelion,  (Kok-Saghyz)  seeds  which  were  to 
be  used  for  experimental  plantings  to  determine  where  the  plant  would 
best  groY/  here.  *  *  *  *  The  Victory  Food  Special  program  was  announced 
designed  to  increase  th^  consumption  of  foods  in  temporary  or  seasonal 
abundance  and  to  divert  consumers  from  foods  more  badly  needed  for  our 
armed  forces  and  our  allies. 

May  19,   1942;     A  program  was  adopted  designed  to  enable  canners  to 
operate  at  maximum  production,  farmers  to  produce  at  capacity,  and  con- 
sumers to  procure  carmed  vegetables  without  having  to  pay  extremely 
high  prices.     Price  support  was  then  and  later  given  to  twelve  canned 
vegetables  in  addition  to  the  four  mentioned  December  19  previously. 

.June  5,   1942:     The  program  to  aid  producers  of  dehydrated  vegetables 
needed  by  our  a mod  forces  and  for  lend-lease  shipment  was  undertaken 
as  an  emergency  research  project  by  several  bureaus  of  the  agricultural 
Research  Administration. 
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*  *  *  *  A  Foods  Requirements  Committee,  vd  th  control  over  the  production 
and  allocution  of  all  civilian  and  military  food ":  supplies ,  was  named, 
by  Chairman  Donald  M.  Nelson; of  the  YtfPB,  with  Secretary  Wickard. us 
Chairman.     It  was  intended  to  be  a  centralized ' body  wi'th  power  to  direct 
and  handle  the  wartime  food  problem  in  close  coordination  with  other 
complicated  war-production  problems.  *  *  *  *  o . ..A.... ....  

Secretary  Wickard  a pprOved  u n  agreement  between  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  and  t  fie  Forest  Service  under  which  the  Service,  acting  as 
the  Corporation's  a^cnt, .  would  conduct  a  large seal  e  enterprise  f or  the 
production  of  spruce  logs  suitable,  for  airplane  lumber-  f  -rom  -the-  -Tonga ss 
National  Forest  in  Alaska. 

i  .  .. 

June  9,  1942;     The  White  House  announced  the  appointment  of  a  Combined 
Food  Board  composed  of  Secretary  Wickard  and  Hon.  Robert       "Brand--  head 
"of  the  British  Food  Mission,  to  affect  planned  and  expeditious  utiliza>- 
tion  of  the  food  resources  of  the  United  Nations. 

June  30,   1942;     Secretary  Wickard  allocated. to  the  Forest ' Service 
v223,000  from  the  Norris-Doxey  Act  appropriation  to  establish,  in 
cooperation  with  the  States,  a  forest-products  marketing  service  for 
farmers;   .The  service  provides  information  on  markets  and  assistance 
in  marketing  operations.     It  encourages  cutting,  of  forest  products  needed 
for  war  and  forest-management  practices  that  will  effect  continuing  pro- 
duction l  nd  returns  from  farm  woodlands. 

July  20,   1942:     The  Administrator  of  The  Rural  Electrif ica-t ion ' A-dnii-iai s - 
t rati  on  halted  ull  construction  of  rural  power  lines  under  the  Federal 
'lending  program  in  order  to  conserve  critical  materials  for  the  war 

'effort. .  ..        ...  J'.  , 

July  23,  1942:     Secretary  Wickard  announced  a  three -point  program  to 
help  alleviate  the  existing  meat  shortage.     The  prices  paid  for  meat 
by  the  Department  in  purchasing  for  Lond-Lcase  shipment  w e r O"  re  ducod: 
local  adjustments  were  made  to  try  to  bring  prices  into  line  with  actual 
costs  to  packers;  plans  were  formulated  to  enable . packers  to  continue 
operation  when  they  faced  the  necessity  for  suspending.. 

August  1942:     The  Department  furnished  the  Signal  Corps  a  group  of  its 
rural  electrification  engineers  for  construction  work  in  connection 
with  the  iiLcan  highway  * 

August  7,   1942:  A  program  of  Government  aid  in  supplying  farm  labor, 
set  up  by  the  War  Manpower  Commission  and  the  Department  was  .  announced. 
It  was  to  be  managed  by  the  fi  rm  Security  administration! in  cooperation 
with  the  War  Boards  and  the  U.  S.  Employment  Service.     It  included  paying 
the  transportation  of  farm  workers  for  distances  exceeding  200  milc.s; 
standard  minimum  wages;  an  educ.tiori.al  program  for  the  e-f f iciont--uso  of 
labor  in  wartime  food  production;  and  the  utilization  of  some  Canadian 
and  Mexican  labor. 


-  5  - 

August  20,   1942:     Machinery  had  been  set  up  for  transporting  domestic 
farm  workers  int o  areas  where  serious  labor  shortages  existed.  Concerted 
efforts vere  being- made •  to  retain  experienced  managers  on  farms,  to  get 
industry  to  recruit'  its  labor  in  cities,  and  to  utilize  fully  the  under- 
employed workers   on  small  family  farms  in  low-inc  no  groups  by  providing 
Farm  Security  .administration  loans.   *  *  *  *  The  Secretary  stated  that  he 
.no  longer  felt  price  ceilings  on  livestock  should  be  prohibited  by  law 
until  prices  reached  110  percent  of  parity  and  that  he  hoped  for  the  re- 
peal of  this  pr-visi  m,-~~ 

August  28,   1942:     a  'pricing,  marketing,  and;  processing  program  for  the 
major  oil  crops'  was  announced  to  protect  prices  to  farmers,  to  implement 
the  price   supports  announced  by  the  Department  as  an  inducement  to  farmers 
to  increase  their  producti on  of  cottonseed,  peanuts,   soybeans,  and  linseed 
for  oil,  and  to  preserve  OPA  ceiling  prices  on  vegetable  oil  products. 

September  1,   1942:     The  Secretary,  as  Chairman  of  the  F^ods  Requirements 
Committee,  announced  a  v  )luntary  meat-c onservati  m • program  to  be  followed 
in  due  time  by  r..  tinning.     The  amunt  of  meat,  that  "packers  could  sell 
into  civilian  trade  was  limited.     Civilians  were  asked  to  consume  no 
more  than  2^-  p";un~s  per  person  per  week  of  pork,  bei  f ,  veal,   lamb,  and 
mutton.  .  • . 

September  1942;     The  -Department  announced  a  diversion  and  purchase  program 
in  13.  State s:  to  encourage  the  packing  of  sauer  kraut  in  wooden  containers 
to  prevent  a  large  part  -  of  the  kraut  cabbage  crp  from  g"ing  to  waste 
for  lack  of  tin  to  be  used  in  packing  it. 

September  17,   1942;     ^  tomp-rary  order  prohibiting  the  sale   bf  new  farm 
mo.  chin  cry  and  equipment,   except  as  specified  in  - a  rationing  scheme  govern- 
ing its  release,  was  announced  and  became  effective  immediately.     An  OPA 
order  of  the  previous  day  had  delegated  t  )  the  Department  authority  to 
ration  such  He. chin ory  and  equipment. 

Oct -bcr  2,   1942;     The  Price  Stabilization  Act  was  signed,  Sections  3  and 
8  of  whi ch  especially  c  oncerncd  agricultural  commodities.  • 

October  7,  1942 :  The  President  authorized  the  Secretary  to 
.Commodity  Credit  Corporation  loan  rates  on  cotton,  tobacco, 
marketing-quota  peanuts  from  85  to  90  percent  of  parity. 

October  14,   1942:     G>  uls  were  announced  calling  for  a  15-30  percent  in- 
crease of  acreage  in  carrots,   lima  beans,   snap  beans,  and  onims,  and 
for  the  same  acreage  as  in  1942  for  cabbage,  fresh  tomatoes,  beets,  and 
spinach.     The  following  were  designated  less  essential • or  nonessential 
vegetables  and,  as  was  announced  November  9,  their  acreage  should  be  re- 
duced 70-85  percent-;     Cantaloupes,   cucumbers,  cauliflower,  eggplant, 
watermelon,  bleached  celery,'  head  lettuce,  green  peppers,  asparagus, 
artichokes.     The  Department  will  give  n  )  aid  to  growers  of  these  in  ob- 
taining transportation,  lab^r,  fertilizers,   containers,  and. so  on.  On 
November  9  broccoli  also  Wc.s  added  to  the  list    -f  vegetables  for  which 
the  acreage  is  to  be  maintained. 


increase 
rice,  and 


October  21,   1942;     The  Department  end  the  OPA  jointly  announced  the 
completion  of  a  pro gran  .designed  to  prevent  increases  in  the  price  of 
bread  and  flour  to  American  consumers,  - 

October  28,   194-2:     The  War  Manpower  Commission  announced  a  broad  program 
to  stabilize  employment  on  ('.airy,   livestock,  and  poultry  farms,  under  a 
directive  requiring  the  Selective  Service  System  to  ask  local  draft  boards 
to  grant  occupati onal  deferments  to  necessary  men  in  these  lines  for  whom 
replacements  are  unavailable.   *  *  *  *  All  new  farm  machinery  and  equip- 
ment,  except  repair  parts,  was.  frozen  as  of  November  1  under  Temporary 
Rationing  Order  E  which  was  to  remain  in  effect  until  State  and  county 
quotas  were  established  as',;a  basis  for  a  permanent  rationing  order.  The 
Department  and  the  State  War-. Boards  were  to  establish  these  quotas.  On 
December  51  the  freeze  was  released,  end  farmers  thereafter  required 
purchase  certificates  to  buy  under  rationing. 

November  10,-  1942;     The  War  Manpower  Commission  issued  a  directive  to 
Government  agencies  putting  into  effect  its  program  for  conserving, 
training,  arid  recruiting  labor    >n  dairy ,   livestock,   and  poultry  farms. 
The  program  got  under  way  experimentally  by  November  22,  the  Farm  Security 
Adminl strati on  handling  it.     Recruits  were  to  be  trained  at  State  colleges 
and  then  placed    )n  j ->bs,   the  U.  S.  Employment  Service  cooperating  in 
selecting  families  to  be  moved,     Truiispnrtati  m  is  provided.     Written  con- 
tract agreements  between  empl  v-crs  and  workers  are  required.     The  program 
is  t  )  help  get  l  w-inc  >jae  farm  families  into  productive'  agricultural 
empl  yment, 

November  17,   1942;     With  funds  provided  by  the  Office    ^Coordinator  of 
lilt-..  r-xjnericc,.n  Affairs,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  tropical  timber 
studies  in  Central  and  South  American  countries  t     obtain  information  on 
forest  products  s  -urcos,   supplies,  and  uses  for  war  ship-building,  mili- 
tary construction,  and  Other  war  needs.     Department  foresters  already  were 
making  a  survey  of  quinine  sources  in  Colombia, 

December  1,   1942 :     The  1943  Agricultural  adjustment  Agency  program  was 
announced  placing  special  emphasis  on  war  crops  with  payment  deductions 

n  ,f  -.,rms  felling  tc  meet  wa r-p ro due t i on  goals  ,  Farmers  art;  to  make  war- 
tine  crop  adjustments  and.  ds  )  to  adopt  approved  soil  conservation  prac- 
tices to  ensure  increased  acre  yields  and  protection  of  the  soil. 

December  5,   1942 ?     The  President  issued  an  Executive  Order  placing  re- 
sp  visibility  for  the  entire  national  wartime  f  ood  program  upon  the  Secre- 
tary   'f  Agriculture  who  was  directed  to  ascertain  needs,  formulate  and 
implement  programs  to  fill  them,  assign  food  priorities  an*   make  all  ->ca- 
ti  :ns,  take  such  steps  as  required  to  effect  the  efficient  and  proper 
distribution    >f  the  available  food  supply,  and  purchase  and  procure  food 
for  Federal  agencies. 

December  9,  1942;  An  American"  cheddar  cheese  subsidy  program  was  announced 
t  o  expand  product!  n  by  increasing  the  returns  t  >  farmers  who  ship  milk 
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to  c  hoe  se  factories.     Unci  or  the  program  the  Government  puroht.se  s  all 
such  chot.se  delivered  by  factories  at  a  fixed  price  unci  then  sells  it 
tt.ck  to  the  factories,  without  effecting  physical  transfer,  at  2  3/4  cents 
less  per  pound  than  the  purchase  price .     This  should  enable  factories 
to  pav  fa mors  a  price  that  will  attract  milk  for  the  needed  increase  in 
cheese  production  and  vet  prevent  a  rise  in  orice  to  Icons umers* 

December  10,   1942:     The  Department  of  .^ori  culture  was  reorganized  to 
facilitate  the  Cc.rryin^   ^ut  of  the  national  food  prorram  entrusted  tc  the 
Secretary   >n  Deceriber  5;     The  activities  of  the  Department  were  in  the 
main  grouped  into  a  Food  Pro  clue  ti  m  i^dmihi  strati  on  ,  a  Food  Distribution 
L  mini strati  n,  and  an  Agricultural  Research  .^driini  strati  ^n,  the  functions 
^f  the  C  mh :  dity  Credit  "  Corporation,  the  Forest  Service,  a  nd  the  Rural 
Eloctrif  iccti  on  jo.ir.iini strati on  remaining  essentially  unchanged.  There 
was  also  transferred  to  the  Department  certain  personnel  and  equipment 
fro  the  TVPB  and  OC'%     The  Agri cultural  War  Board  was  reduced  to  8  admin- 
istrative and  staff  -officers. 

Decent  cr  17,  1942:     There  was  aim-  -unced  a  three-way  c  orporative  orofram 
of  the  CCC  with  flour  millers  an'"1  distillers  to  increase  the  production 
of  industrial  alcohol  for  war  ourooscs  bv  the  use    -f  Government-owned 
wheat,  perhaps  50  million  bushels,  which  was  to  be  sold  to  millers  for 
manufacture  into  rranular  f  mo,  a  free -flowing:  hard-wheat  fl  ur,  for 
resale  to  distillers. 

December  Is,  1942 :     The  Secretary  appointed  the  Food  advisory  Committee 
thus  automa t i ca  1 1  y  abolishing  the  Foods  Requirements  C ■•mmitt.ee*  - 

December  24, ,1942 ;   .  The  1943  CCC  loan  and  purchase'  proa ram  for  the  pun 
naval  stores  crop  was  ami  unced.     The  pr  Y'a.iri  is  to  be  made  available 
through  the  i^nerican  Turpentine  Farmers  Association  co  perativo  to  pro- 
ducers who  Oorjply  with  the  1943  Naval  Sto res  0  mservati  on  Program  of  the 
i.f.ri cultural  adjustment  A.aency  and  the   Forest  Service-. 

December  30,   1942 :     Food  Distributi  on  Order  No.  1  was  issued,  effective 
January  IS,  tc  nolo  prevent  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bread  to  consumers, 
to  c  nserve  bread  suoolies  and  critical  materials  used  by  bakers,  to 
effect  savin,-. s  of  labor  and  equipment  in  the  bakino  industry,  and  to 
safeguard  the  nutritional  value   ft  our  bread. 

December  31,  1942;     It  was  announced  that  the-  Food  Stamp  Plan  would  be 
susoended  March  1,   1943,  but  that  the  School  Lunch  and  School  Milk 
..Plans  would  remain  operative, 

January  4,   1943:     It  was  announced  that  the  total  civilian  per  capita 
consumption  of  canned  oo  els  would  ranee  between  35.4  and  40.3  pounds  in 
1943;  this  includes  commercially  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  canned 
suips,  baked  beans,   and  canned  b^by  food. 
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that  consumer  rationing  of  all  fruits,  fruit  juices,  vegetables,  vege- 
table juices,   soups,  ancl  baby  foods  had  already  been  authorized,  insofar 
as  they  were  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  containers  of  any  type  and 
heat  sterilized,   or  were  frozen,   dried,    or  dehydrated.     The  following 
items  wore  included  in  the-  Directive  to  facilitate  the  administrative 
preparations  far  rationing  when  necessary;     Fish,'  shellfish,  jams, 
jellies,  preserves,  fruit  butters,  pickles,   relishes,  and  canned  milk. 
Rationing  of  these  products  was  not  asked  immediately.  .*.*  ■*..  *  The.  War 
Production  Board  at  the  request  of  the  Department,   liberalized  its  regu- 
lations with  regard  to;  electric  service  extensions' to  farmers.  Under 
the  new  plan  farms  which  meet  certain  requirements • can"  obtain ' elect ri c 
service  for  increasing  food,  production  by  securing  approval  of  the 
■  County  War  Board.  ,  ..  '  •        o    r '  " 

January  21,   1943:  •  A  drive  was.  announced  to  get  farm  families  to  produce 
and  preserve  as  much  a.s  possible  of  their  year's  food  needs.     It  was 
hoped  that  30  million  tons  '  of-'  food  could-  be  produced  by  them  for  home 
supply  entirely  outside  c  mmcrcial  transportation  systems  and  processing 
capacity.  *  *  *  *; Additional  fund©  of  from  200  to-  225  million  dollars  - 
were  made  available  at  the  county  level  throuoh  the  Food  Production  itd- 
ministration  as  credit  for  the  production  of  essential  wartime  food  m  d 
fiber.    .  Financing  -is  to  take  place  through  the  Regional  agricultural 
Credit  Corporation  of  Washingt  on, .  D.  C,  which  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Farm  Credit  administration,  and  will  be  supplemental  to  other 
sources  of  credit.  .  :• 

January  22,   1945;     Secretary's  Memorandum  No.   1054,  Supplement  2,  was 
issued  which  made  some  further  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  facilitate  the  carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program.*. ...  Com- 
mitt cos  on  Foreign  Purchase  and  Importation  and  on  Domestic  transportation 
were  created.   *•**'*  It  was  announced  that  the  harvest  of  Russian  dande- 
lion roots  from  the  experimental  plantings  made  by  Forest.  .Service  and 
the  tests  of  them  carried  on  at  the  Eastern  Regional  Research  Laboratory 
had  progressed  favorably* 

January  23..   1943:     Food' Distribution  Order  No.  11  wa s  issued  to  effect 
milk-marketing  economy,  to  eliminate  packages  below  one  quart  deliver- 
able to  consumers,  to  limit  large-scale  purchasers  to  two  handlers 
unless  they  buy  in  excess  of  300  quarts  from  each,  and  to  enforce  other 
procedures  to  render  milk  marketing  more  efficient  and  economical. 

January  25,   1943 :     Unified  responsibility  for  supplying  labor  for  war 
production  on  farms  was  given  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  War  Manpower  Commission,  consolidating,  functions  pre-, 
viously  divided  between  the  United  States  Employment  Service  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture..    Operating,  responsibility  for  recruiting  and 
placing  farm  labor,   the  determination  of  needs  and  areas  of  supply,  the 
transportation  or  farm  workers  to  shortage  areas,  and  the  determination 
of  war-essential  crops  were  thus  brought  together    -in  the  Department 
which,   under  a  previous  directive  from  the  Director  Of  Economic  Stabili- 
zation,  also  has  responsibility  for  dealing  with  farm  wages • 
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January  26,  1943:  An  incentive -payment  program  was,  announced  to  obtain 
greater  production  of  swcetpotatoes ,  soybeans,  grain  sorghums,  peanuts, 
flax,  and  dried  peas.  The  payments  are  to  total  100  million  dollars 
and  arc  to  be  made  .to  farmers  who  produce  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  100 
percent  of  their  goals*  The  goals  wore  at  the  same  time  increased,  the 
incentive  payment  being  offered  to  compensate  farmers  for  their  added 
costs  in  achieving  the  increased  goals. 

January  27,   1943 :     The  School  Lunch  Program  was  so  changed  that  here- 
after sponsoring  organizations  will  purchase  food  supplies  from  local 
merchants  and  farmers  and  be  reimbursed  by  the  Food  distribution  Admin- 
istration.  *  *  *  *  A  program  was  announced  to  increase  the  acreage  of 
designated  truck  and  vegetable  crops  for  fresh  consumption.     The  crops 
included  carrots,   snap  beans,   lima  beans,  beets,  tomatoes,   cabbage,  onions, 
and  green  peas  grown  for  fresh  consumption.     Incentive  payments  wild  be 
offered  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  goals, 
and  also  for  planting  two  successive  crops  on  the  sane  acreage  during 
the  period,  February  13   1943 — September  1,  1943* 

January  23,   1943:     The  Department,  through,  the  Commodity  Credit  Corpora- 
tion, offered  special  price  support  to  growers  of  tomatoes,  peas j  sweet 
corn,  arid  snap  beans  for  processing.     It  will  purchase  the  output  of 
.processors  certified  to  have  paid  specified  minimum  prices  to  growers, 
and  then  resell  to  the  canners,  at  prices  to  be  announced,  at  a  discount 
sufficient  to  permit  them  to  pay  the  .grower's.     Growers  must  contract 
with  certified  canners  to  assure  themselves  of  price  support.  Farmers 
were  urged  to  c  ntract  for  all  acreage  necessary  to  enable  processors 
to   operate  at  capacity. 

January  30,   1943:     A  supplemental  price-support  program  was  announced 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  dried  peas  by  the  use  of  incentive  payments. 

January  31,  1943:  An  additional  three  million  cases  of  evaporated  milk 
was  released  to  civilian  consumers  from  stocks  held  by  the  Food  Distri- 
bution Admini  stration . 

February  o,   1943:     It  was  announced  that  the  price  of  potatoes  would  be 
supp  ">rtcd  at  92  percent    of  parity  in  order  to  increase  ;,producti on  to 
fill  wartime  demands. 

February  5,   1943:     A  program  of  special  advances  was  announced 
to  one  urage  the  additional  production  of  specified  war  crops,  and  to 
insure  producers  against  loss  on  high-risk  crops  or  crops  they  would 
not  otherwise  undertake  to  grow.     The  advances  will  be  extended  through 
the  county  War  Boards  and  thr  Regional  agricultural  Credit  Corporation 
of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration.     The  following  crops  were  specified: 
Potatoes  where  ttfs    farm  goal  is  3  acres  or  more,   soybeans  for  beans,  flax 
for  seed  or  fiber,  peanuts  to  be  harvested  and  picked.,  hemp  for  seed  or 
fiber,   dry  beans,  dry  peas  excluding  wrinkled  varieties,  castor-beans, 
tomatoes,   snap  boons,   lima  beans,  oc^.s,   carrots  for  processing  or  fresh 
sale,   cabbage,   sweet  corn,  and  table  be^ts,  the  last  three  for  processing 
only. 
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February  6,   1943:     Southern  farmers  were  e.sked  t-~>  plant  as  nuch  of  their 
1943  farm  cotton  all  otnent's  a-s  possible,  though  not  to  exceed  then,  after 
meeting  speciul  war-crop  goals .-    This  is  to  increase  yields  ?,£  coirtonseed 
oil  unci  meal  and  cotton  1  inters .  *  *  *  *  Food  distribution  Order  No.  14 
was  issued  reserving  25  percent  of  the  peanut-oil  production  ut  the  point 
of  refining  to  assure  adequate  quantities  for  essential"  war  uses. 

February  7,  1943:     Cooperative  a rr  angencnt s  were  announced  whereby  the 
to. sic  food  research  needed  by"  the  •Army  Quartermaster  Coros  and  the  Navy 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and ■acc ~oonts;  can  be  c  inducted  .by  the  Agricultural 
Research  Administration.     Two  ~c  insulting  committees  were  t .  pn  oin'ted  t  o 
cooperate  With  ant",  advise  the  Director  of  the  ARA,   one  c  insisting  of  out- 
standing  experts  in  nutrition  arid  the  ■ ->ther  of  f obd-proces sing -industry 
research  personnel,,    :  -  •  ..•  V  ....  •  •• 

February  8,   1943 :••    The  Cheddar  cheese  industrv  was  directed  to-  set  aside 
one-half  6'f  its  monthly , -pro due td on  f  or"  direct  war  use  under  Pood  distri- 
bution Order  No.   15  which  becomes  effective  February  15.     Domestic  consump 
tion  of  all  cheese  by  civilians  is  expected  to  be  approximately  f  oUr- 
f ifths  of  the  1941  .consumption".     lo.nufacturers  of  loss  than  8/000  pounds 
of  Cheddar  monthly -are  not  included.     Prospective  per  capita  consumption 
for  1943  is  4.8  pounds  as  compared  with  6.4  in  1942,  about  6  in  1938-39, 
5.3  in  1935,  and  a  1935-39  average     f  5.6  pounds.   *  *  *  *  The  Secretary 
issued  a  directive  delegating  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior'  respon- 
sibility for  the  catching,  harvesting,  and  processing  of  fish  and  reserv- 
ing   to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  the  wartime  functions  .of  allocation, 
reservation  limitati  >n,:  Federal . Pr Dcuremcnt,  and  container. "supply* i  The 
Fish  and  i.ildli.f e  Service  dnd  thu  FDA  will  work  in  cl  >se  co  operation,'.* 
*  *  *  ii.  goal    >f  18,000,000  Victory  Gardens  was  set  up  as  compared  with 
15,000,000  in  1942. 

'February  S,   1943:     An  Inter-Agency  Food  Procurement  Committee  was  created 
c  insisting  of  representatives  of  principal  Government  agencies  buying 
food  for  war  purposes-.     It-.  -Consists  of  members  from  the  Food-  distribution 
iidmini  strati -on,  thc_  Director  -  of  which'  is  Chairman,  the-  War  Department, 
the  Navy  Department,  the  Marine  Corps,  the  Veterans'  Administrati  on,'  the 
Tar  Production  Board,   the  Board    )£  Economic  Warfare,  .the  Of f  ice    of  "Price 
A  mini  strati  on,  and  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.  .  :  '. 

February  14,  1943:     The  program  designed  to  mobilize  more  than m  3-J-  million 
workers  to  help  farmer's  meet  the  Nation's  increased  food  and  ""'"fiber  re- 
quirements f  or  1943.  was  ann  -unced.     This  program  complies  with  the  War  • 
Manpower  Commission*  s,  dire  crtive  assi"ninr  the  Department  responsibility 
for  farm  labor.     It  is  designed  to  provide  year-round,   seas  nal,-  and 
emergency  harvest  workers. 

February  -17,  1943;  -  The  castor-bean  seed -pro  due  tion  program  was,  announced, 
designed  t^  .produce  a  stockpile  of  approximately  3  million  pounds'  of 
pure  variety  castor -beans  for  planting  purposes* 
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February  20,   1943;     At  the  Secretary's  request  dry  edible  beans,  dry 
peas,   lentils,  and  do hy drat  cd  and  dry  soups  were -added  to  the  list  of 
foods'  to  be  rationed  to  consumers  by  the  OPA  beginning  March  1,  be- 
cause of  heavy  demands  by  our  armed  forces  and  the   Russian  Army  for 
dry  beans  and  ; dry  peas; 

February  23,   1943;     The  Department  of  Agri culture  and  the  Office  of 
Education 'announced  their  joint  campaign  to  recruit  from  500*000  to 
650,000  Victory  Farm  Volunteers  among  non-farm  youth  to  do  farm  work 
durinf  the  spring  m  4  summer  months  „     ^hese  will  be  part  of  the  U.  S. 
Cr  >p  Coros.   *•  *:•.*'  •#  Wheat  marketing  quotas  were  suspended  in  a  move 
to  insure  adequate  food  and  feed  supplies, 

March  1,   194,3 :     An  Agricultural  Labor  administration  was  created  in  the 
Department  t^' '  be  responsible  for  the  development  and  direction  of  al  1 
phases   of  its  farm  labor  program.     It  took  over  such  work  'previously 
carried  on  by  the  Agricultural  Lab  or  Branch  of  the  FPA,  and  mil  inte- 
grate farm  labor  Work  d.  me  by  the  FDA,  the  FSA,  and  the  Extension 
Service,   or  elsewhere  in  the  Department. 

March  5,   1943;     A  three -point  program  to  ore vent  black  market  operations 
was  announced  as  oart  of  a  national  meat-management  olan.     It  involved 
livestock  slaughter  under  a  permit  system;   connlete • records  of  all  ope ra- 
ti >ns  of  slaughterers;  and  the  setting  aside  for  war  use  of  designated 
percentages   of  thai  r  'production  by  slaughterers  operating  under  Federal 
Inspection. 

March  8,   1943;     It  was  announced  that  farm  families  enlisted  in  the 
1943-  food  production  program  will  bo  awarded  a  Certificate  of  Farm  War 
Service  in  recognition    f  their  efforts, 

March  10A   1943;     Announcement  was  made  of  a  meeting  of  fatty   oils  manu- 
facturers with  Department  rep r e s en t a t ive s  in  Washington  to  discuss  ways 
and  means  of  combating  the  shortage  of  fats  anil  oils;  the  expansion  of 
tall  oil  refining  capacity  was  proposed,  this  being  a  pulpwood  by-product 
which  can  be  used  as  an  "extender"   of  fats  and  oils  .- 

March  11,.  1943;     The  Secretary  authorized  the  OPA  to  institute  rationing 
of  meats,  edible  fats  and  'oils  including  butter,   cheese,  and  canned 
fish  on  or  before 'April  1. 

March  13,.  .1943;     A  price-support  program  to  facilitate  increased  pro- 
duction and  processing    of  canning  vegetables  in  1943  was  announced,' 
superseding,  the  program  ann  ounce d  January  28  last.  •  The  program  assures 
farmers  20  to  50  percent  higher  prices  f  or  their  crops  than  in  1942  • 
and  protects  canners  against  losses  due  to  increased  cost  of  raw  products 
Crops  involved  are;     T  mattes,   sweet  corn,   snap  bean s ,  green peas,  lima 
beans,   beets,  carrots,  and  cabbage  for  kraut.     CCC  will  buy  raw  materials 
from  canners  to  support  prices  and  then  re-sell  to  tteom  at  1942  prices.- 
OPA  collaborates  with  the  Department  in  the  program.- 
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March  16,   1943:     The  Standing  Agricultural  Committee  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States  of  ijaeri ca,  consisting  ^f  officials  of  both  countries, 
was  established  to  coordinate  production  and  distribution  policies  of 
the  two  countries. 

March  23,   1943 :     Food  Distribution  Order  40  was  issued  providing  that 
all  shell  eggs  In  cold  storage  on  May  31  shall  be  set  aside  for  govern- 
mental agencies.     This  was  done  on  the  basis  of  information  that  storage 
had  so  increased  In  recent  weeks  that  the  heavy  movement  of  shell  eggs 
into  storage  adversely  affected  civilian  Supplies*     Food  Distribution 
Order  41  was  issued  reserving  the  entire  1943  production  of  spray-process 
dried  whole  ergs  for  delivery  to  governmental  agencies.     It  also  limited 
production  of  frozen  and  liquid  eggs,   dried  yolks,   dried  albumen,  and 
pan-dried  whole  eg:  s  to  the  quantities  produced  find  sold  for  commercial 
use  in  1942,  but  it  will  not  reduce  the  quantity  of  such  products  avail- 
able for  civilian  uso  below  the  civilian  c  m sumption  level  of  1942. 

March  24,   1943 ;     The  transfer  of  the  Nutrition  Division  of  the  Office  of 
Defense  Health  and  Welfare  Service  to  the  Department's  Food  Distribution 
Admin i stration  was  ann  mn.ee d,  pursuant  to  Executive  Order  9310,  issued 
by  the  President  on  March  9.     The  Wxviaon  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
Nutrition  and  Food  Conservation  Branch  in  the  FDA,  which  will  attempt  to 
align  every  kitchen  in  the  Ration  with  the  war  food  program, 

March  26,   1943:     The  President's  Executive  Order  established  an  A'lminis- 
trati  m  of  Food  Production  and  distribution  consolidating  the  former 
F  -od  Production  administration  (except  Farm  Credit  iAtiaini stration}., 
Food  Distribution  A  fin.  in  i  stration,  Comm.od.ity  Credit  Corporation,  and  Ex- 
tension Service.     The  Administrator  of  Food  Production  and  Food  Distri- 
bution will  hold  powers  conferred  on  the  Secretary  by  the  Executive  Order 
of  December  5,   1942,   including  those  with*  respect  to  farm  manpower  and 
labor.     The  Secretary  will  continue  as  a  member  of  "WPB,   chairman  of  the 
Interdepartmental  Committee,  and  United  States  representative  on  the 
C  omb  in  e  d  Fo  o  d  B  oa  r d . 

March  30,   1943:     The  Food  Distribution  ii  lmini strati  on  announced  it  would 
soon  release  two  million  cases  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  to  augment 
civilian  supplies.  *  *  *  *  The  Rubber  Director  and  the   Secretary  of  Agri*- 
culture  -jointly  announced  that  the  Guavulo  Emerrency  Rubber  Program  is 
to  be  curtailed  to  minimize  interference  with  food- crops  production. 
Such  high-rrade,  irrigated  land  leased  but  not  already  o Ian  ted  to  guayule 
will  be  turned  back  to  owners  or  subleased  for  food  production.     No  fur- 
ther lands  will  be  leased  for  the  rubber  project. 


